
 East Valley Business Å July 2008 Page 1

Inside This Issue
INDIO CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE
82-921 Indio Blvd.
Indio, CA 92201

VOLUME 15  NO. 7                     Å THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE INDIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Å                                         July 2008

PRESORTED
STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

PALM DESERT, CA
Permit #433

The Indio Chamber of Commerce 
has partnered with the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce to provide 

our small business members with even 
more valuable programs and services. 
Through the U.S. Chamberõs Federation 
Partnership, small business members in 
good standing with the Indio Chamber of 
Commerce now receive benefits of U.S. 
Chamber membership ð at no additional 
cost.

By joining the Federation Partnership, 
the Chamber is helping to build the 
nationõs largest grassroots advocacy 
network. The Indio Chamber of 
Commerce will continue to focus on local 
issues and programs. The U.S. Chamber 
will alert and mobilize our members on 
pressing national issues ranging from 
taxes to technology to transportation. By 
representing this ever-growing coalition 
of small businesses, the U.S. Chamber is 
able to present a strong, unified voice for 
business in Washington, D.C. 

The Indio Chamber of Commerce is 
proud to add Federation Partnership to 
our member benefits.  The additional 
value to our members will allow them 
to have a voice in business matters and 
enjoy discounts available only to U. S. 
Chamber members. This partnership 
leverages the Indio Chamber of 
Commerceõs relationship with the U.S. 
Chamber to ensure the issues that matter 
most to our small business members stay 
at the forefront of the nationõs business 
agenda.

Use your U.S. Chamber member 
number to access these benefits. If you 

have not received your U.S. Chamber member 
number, please contact Janet E. Cook at (760) 
347-0676 or jcook@indiochamber.org with 
your e-mail address.

Indio Chamber of Commerce 
Partners with U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce

New Mobile Phone Law Creates 
Additional Liabilities for 
Businesses
By Jessica Hawthorne

Beginning July 1, tens of thousands 
of drivers in California may be 
surprised by a $20 ticket for 

talking on their mobile phone. Thatôs 
when the stateôs new law goes into effect. 

For subsequent offenses, itôs $50.

Separate legislation that becomes law the 
continued on page þve

The Indio Chamber of Commerce is 
pleased to announce the recipients 
of the Chamberõs Scholarship 

Program.
In the past seven years, the Indio 

Chamber of Commerce and the City 
of Indio, in conjunction with several 
member donors, has awarded $62,250.00 
to qualifying high school graduates 
entering college. The applicants 
must be Indio residents, have a 3.0 
or better GPA and submit an essay 
describing their current activities, 
work experience and volunteer efforts 
in the community.  

òWe are so proud to be able to offer 
these students a hand up for their 
first year of college. It is one of the 
Chambersõ goals to support education,ó 
states Janet Cook, Executive Director 
of the Indio Chamber.  òWe are equally 
proud of the members who have 
contributed to the scholarship fund.ó

This year, a record breaking 21 
applicants vied for the cherished 
scholarship money.  The Chamber 
awarded 14 students $15,000.00 with 
all students receiving $1,000.00 except 
for Rodolfo Valdez Silva, Jr. who was 
presented with the Annalee Thurston 
Scholarship of $2,000.00.  The Annalee 

Indio Chamber Announces
Scholarship Award Winners

July 1 - Ambassador Committee
             Meeting

July 4 - Fourth of July Festival ð 
             Riverside County
             Fairgrounds
             Indio Chamber of
             Commerce closed

July 10 - GAPP Committee
               Meeting

July 15 - Board of Directors
               Meeting

July 17 - Installation Dinner-
                Indian Palms Country
                Club & Resort

July 29 - Business After-Hours
               Mixer Rabobank, N.A. 
               81790 Hwy 111, Indio                                      

                                        
                                  

August 5 - Ambassador
                  Committee Meeting

August 7 - GAPP Committee
                  Meeting

August 19 - Board of Directors
                    Meeting

August 26 - Business After-Hours 
                    Mixer Robbie Tõs 
                    79940 Westward Ho,
                    Indio 

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

July

August

Thurston Scholarship was created last 
year in honor of then recently-deceased 
Chamber Manager,  Annalee Thurston.  
The student receiving this award must 
have a GPA of 4.0 or higher.  

The Chamberõs 2008 scholarship 
recipients are Rodolfo Valdez Silva, 
Jr., Jasmin Ceja, Desiree Noelle Porras, 
Michelle Flores, Irma Constantino, 
Kenya Aguiniga, and Christina Ramos 
of Indio High School, Luz Martinez, 
Megan Scarborough, Joanna Montano, 
and Gerardo Rodriguez of La Quinta 
High School and Laura Barajas, Chloe 
Sena, and Eliana Sanchez of Coachella 
Valley High School.  

Major contributors to the annual 
scholarship fund include Indio 
Emergency Medical Group, Inc., 
Indio Sunrise Rotary, JFK Memorial 
Hospital, Law Office of Toni 
Eggebraaten, Shutter Wise, Inc., Ben 
& Mary Godfrey, Connie Cowan, 
Costco Wholesale, Glenn & Gayle 
Southard, Seawright Custom Precast, 
Inc., Leslie Larrabee, Sheltering Palms 
Foster Family, Rabobank, Pueblo Viejo 
Grill, Glenn A. Miller & Associates, 
Southern Temporary Personnel, Valley 
V Twin, Desert Cities Catering and the 
City of Indio/Human Services Youth.

Chamber of Commerce Scholarship Committee members and winners from left to 
right: Debra Beck, þeld representative, Assemblyman John Benoitõs ofþce, Janet 
Cook, Executive Director, ICOC, Irma Costatino, Eliana Sanchez, Christina Ramos, 
Laura Barajas, Mayor Lupe Ramos Watson, Michelle Flores, Desiree Porras, 
Rodolfo Silva, Jr. and Deborah McGarrey, Chairman of the Board.
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