THE INDIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS COMMITTED TO:
A Creating a strong local economy A Promoting the community A Providing networking opportunities
A Representing the interests of business with government A Political action
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The Southwest Arts Festival®
Records Another Million Dollar

Sales Year

The Indio Chamber of Commerce's
21st Annual Southwest Arts
Festival was held at Empire Polo
Club on January 26-28. The weekend was
picture perfect with gorgeous weather
and great crowds. An estimated 12,000
people roamed the grounds, viewing the
artwork of 256 of the nation's
most prominent artists. The
attendees came from all
over the country as well as
Canada.

This was the fourth straight
year that the festival brought
in over a million dollars. "The
Southwest Arts festival is our
largest fundraiser for the year
and this year's event was a great
success," said Chamber CEO

Sherry Johnson.

The festival featured a variety of foods
and beverages and new entertainment
this year showcased a well known jazz
musician from Los Angeles.

See page 4 for more photos

Indio Performing Arts Center
Debuts First Show

he Indio Performing Arts Center
kicked off their inagural season
on January 19, 2007. The current

series of performances are titled the
"Construction Theatre Series."

January's performances were titled "Two
for the Money." The event consisted of two
different shows for a single price. Jerome
Elliot, a Palm Springs based singer and
actor, who is very popular throughout the
Coachella Valley, accompanied by pianist
Joel Baker, appeared in Theatre 1. Dana
Adkins, a multi-talented singer, dancer
and actress with numerous stage credits
appeared in Theatre 2.

The unique feature of this yrst event was
that at the end of each performance the
audience from one theatre switched and
went to the other theatre. So, the whole
audience ended up seeing both shows.

The night was a sell-out and garnered
rave reviews in the Desert Sun. A new
and wonderful arts facility has ofycially
become a permanent part of the Indio
lifestyle.

The main lobby looked like a construction zone with

yellow caution tape everywhere. The ushers wore

construction hats.

The next performance in "The
Construction Series" will be on February
17, at 7:00 p.m. Again the "Two for the
Money" theme will feature two shows
for the price of one. Carole Hampton and
Linda Peterson will appear in Theatre 1 and
recording artist Vic Leon accompanied by
pianist Bob Corwyn appears in Theatre 2.

Call 775-5200 for reservations as this
series looks to be a constant sell-out
due to the high calibre of entertainment
personalities that the Indio Performing Arts
Center is bringing to Indio.
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Indio: City of Festivals

2007 Indio Grand Prix &
Healthy Lifestyle Festival
to be Held in Indio

& L Sports Group and the City
Kof Indio announced the inagural
2007 Indio Grand Prix & Healthy
Lifestyle Festival. The Grand Prix will be
showcased in Downtown Indio ona closed 1
mile course, Saturday, March 31, 2007. The
event will feature both mends and womenés
professional cycling races.

The 2007 Indio Grand Prix is a new
event developed in partnership with
USA Cycling, the national governing
body for the sport and the SCNCA
Southern California Nevada Cycling
Association. The race will become one
of the cornerstones of American cycling
and will attract top teams and athletes
from around the world. Furthermore, the
event will showcase the historic Coachella
Valleyts scenery and attractions.

The City of Indio is the host of the 2007
Indio Grand Prix and will showcase bicycle
racing for this yrst time event. iOver 60

million Americans participate regularly in
cycling each year. fil think itds great! This
event offers the world's best cyclists, wefve
designed a beautiful course and we look
forward to bringing a beautiful sporting
event to Indio, Californiad said Keith
Bartleson, event race Director, and one of
the founders of K&L Sports Group.

fiOn behalf of our business community,
it is with great pleasure we welcome USA
Cycling to our yne city and extend our
warm hospitality during the 2007 Indio
Grand Prix,0 said Glenn D. Southard, City
Manager for the City of Indio.

Additional details about the 2007 Indio
Grand Prix & Healthy Lifestyle Festival,
including the race route, event partners,
can be found at www.indiograndprix.com

Contact: Keith Bartleson, Race
Director, Indio Grand Prix, email:
Keith@indiograndprix.com 760-902-2700

City of Indio Announces

New Festival

soon-to-be-named street fair will
A)e coming to Downtown Indio on

\ruesday, March 13 from 5pm-9pm.
presented by the City of Indio. It will be
held on Miles Avenue in Downtown Indio.
Vendors of all sorts will participate in this
event. In the works for this are a Farmerés
Market; a Car Show and/or a Tractor Show.
Downtown merchants will have their doors

open, as well. fiwe plan to have this once
a month, and depending on its success,
the event could become weekly,0 says
Jim Curtis with the Cityts Special Events
ofyce.

Vendor applications are being accepted.

For more information, please contact the
Special Events ofyce at 760-391-4175.

Riverside County Fair & National
Date Festival - Riverside County
Fairgrounds (February 16-25, 2007)

The "City of Festivals" has been the home of the National Date Festival &
Riverside County Fair for more than 50 years. It's a week of crazy fun with live
entertainment including camel and ostrich races and a nightly Arabian Nights musical
pageant. There's also a carnival, food of all varieties and lots of shopping. For more
information please call (760) 863-8247, or visit online at www.datefest.org

www.indio.org

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament
March 24-25, 2007

This unique tournament will be held on the streets of Downtown Indio,
where the streets will be transformed into one large gymnasium. Over 300
players will participate in this event. For more information call (760) 391-4175,
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Fix the System to Cure the
Patient - Healthcare Will Be A
Huge Business Issue

health care reform. For a while now,

signs have pointed to a growing
concern about the increasing number
of uninsured, especially children. Other
signs include the rising cost of health care
for businesses and entrepreneurs who have
to compete in the global marketplace, and
the growing share of government budgets
that are earmarked for health insurance
well into the future.

We now have a scenario in which
business, labor, social service agencies,
government and health care providers all
agree that this challenge must be addressed.
But these interest groups view the problem
from a different perspective, which has
made political and economic solutions
elusive in the past.

Enter Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who
is determined that 2007 will usher in a new
set of reforms to provide coverage for the
uninsured; retain individual responsibility for
health and wellness; and take advantage of
our system of health care providers already in
place®all without creating an undue burden
for businesses, who must compete ina global
economy for talent and sales.

Thegovernor has proposed acombination
of ways to do this, all of which deserve
thoughtful debate. Senate President Pro
Tem Don Perata and Assembly Speaker
Fabian N%fez have proposals of their
own. But there are differences between the
three proposals. The governor and Perata

2007 is shaping up to be the year of

agree that there should be a mandate on all
individuals to have coverage. This is not
different from requiring auto insurance if
you drive, property insurance if you own
a home, or other forms of insurance. With
health care, not carrying insurance exposes
both the uninsured and taxpayers as a whole
to these costs, because people are seldom
turned away from the care they need T no
matter what they can afford to pay.

The central questions in this issue are:
Who pays, and how can we reduce the
total cost of health care in California?
The governorés proposal spreads the cost
between businesses, individuals, insurance
companies, health care providers and
taxpayers as a whole. But just as important
as spreading the costs is the governorés
emphasis on reducing costs, through
incentives that encourage a healthier
lifestyle and the use of better technology in
administrative areas to create efyciencies
and reduce the risk of error.

If it were an easy problem, it would have
been solved long ago. We are encouraged
by how many people are participating in this
debate. The broader business community
that is not directly associated with the health
care yeld, but who will eventually pay many
of the bills, must seize the opportunity and
the responsibility to have a loud voice.

Gary L. Toebben
President & CEO
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce

Election Process Begins for
New Board Members

ccording to the Bylaws of the
Indio Chamber of Commerce,
the election process has begun for

seven (7) elected positions whose regular
terms will expire the end of June.

This is the required notification to
the membership that thirty days will be
allowed to submit a candidate's name and
background information to the Nominating
Committee for consideration or to submita
qualiyed name with ten qualiyed member
endorsements for inclusion on the ballot as
a petition candidate. At the March meeting
of the Board of Directors, the Nominating
Committee report shall be presented
and accepted. Petition candidates will
automatically be placed on the ballot.

Contact Chairman of the Board,
Deborah McGarrey or Chamber CEO,
Sherry Johnson at 347-0676 to submit
candidates names.
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GHAMBER OF GOMMERCE

Volunteers needed to help Chamber
Staff with mailings; collating,
labeling, etc. on the 16th of each
month. Please call the Chamber if
you would like to help, 347-0676.
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john@eatonkirk.com.

We Want To Publicize Your
Business for FREE!

The East Valley Business is soliciting information from all Indio businesses
and Chamber members. Send us your news on new products or services,
employee additions or promotions, awards or anything else that is news from
your business, excluding items like special offers, discounts and sales. The
Chamber is not trying to offer a free display ad but rather publicize newsworthy
items from your business. Please send to the editor, John Kirkpatrick at:

Chamber Partnership With
Cal State San Bernardinois
Palm Desert Campus

Chamber members receive a 10% discount on select business training
courses offered through the College of Extended Learning

The College of Extended Learning
at California State University, San
Bernardino (CSUSB), Palm Desert
Campus, in partnership with this chamber,
will be offering a selection of workshops
designed to meet the workplace training
needs of local businesses. Chamber
members will receive a special 10%
discount off the registration fees.

The following discounted workshops
and courses will provide employees and
business owners with updated skills and
competencies to help manage and grow
their business:

Business/Management

Workshops/Programs

A Marketing Across Generations

A Leading a Multi-Generational Work Force

A Cal/lOSHA 8: Commercial Construction
Safety and Health Challenges

A Public/Private Construction Contracts:
Parties, Rights and Obligations

A California Mechanical Lien Law: Public
and Private Works of Improvement

A Post-Award Management: Programs
Implementation

A Fiscal Management

A Writing to Sell to Newspapers &
Magazines

A Photoshop: Illustration and Special
Effects

A Additional business courses, as well as
courses in Computer, Technology and
Health Care courses, are available online.

In addition, the College of Extended
Learning can offer customized on-site
workplace training workshops to meet
speciyc training needs of your business.
Course catalogs with full course
descriptions are available at your chamber
ofyce and online http://cel.csusd.edu

For more information, please contact
Steve McAdams of the College of Extended
Learning at the CSUSB Palm Desert campus
at (760) 341-2883, ext. 14428.

FROM THE GAPP COMMITTEE

How to Get Involved

By Mark Harner, Chairman

The U.S. Congress, under new
leadership, has begun its session
in earnest. The Governor has
made several major proposals. The
State Legislature is holding hearings and
reviewing bills. The Riverside County
Board of Supervisors continues to work
on a broad range of issues. Indiods City
Council has a new mayor who is excited
and encouraged about all the activity and
changes that are taking place right now
in Indio.

The Indio Chamber Governmental
Affairs and Public Policy (GAPP)
Committee will be closely monitoring
the progress of business related issues
facing our city, valley, state and nation in
the coming months. Youbre invited and
encouraged to attend and participate in this
continuing process.

At the monthly Indio Chamber GAPP
committee meetings, we are fortunate
to have representatives of our
elected officials regularly attend:

Congresswoman Bono, State Senators
Battin and Ducheny, Assembly members
Garcia and Benoit, Supervisor Wilson and
the City of Indio. Their interests are as
varied as their constituencies.

The GAPP committee meets monthly
at the Indio Chamber of Commerce ofyce
on the yrst Thursday of each month at
3:30pm. In addition to the elected
ofycialsd representatives, the committee
is composed of Chamber members. Our
Chamber members are diverse including
small business owners, bankers, insurance
agents, accountants, retail operators
and retirees.

The committee is open to all Indio
Chamber members. With the year well
underway it is an excellent opportunity to
be kept informed and be at the forefront of
whatés happening.

Contact the Chamber ofyce at 347-0676
to volunteer to serve on the committee. Itds
free and one of the beneyts of Chamber
membership.
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The Coachella Valley Museum & Cultural Center is happy to announce our One FREE
Sunday a Month Schedule. Come and visit the 1926 Smiley Place, 1909 School House,
Fine Art Exhibits and our wonderful Rose; Japanese; and Date Gardens.

Admission FREE Dates
February 04, 2007 A March 04, 2007 A April 01, 2007 A May 06, 2007 A October 07, 2007 A
November 04, 2007 A December 09, 2007

Sunday Hours; 1:00 PM to 4:00PM
Museum Closed: June through September

ﬁl’ Y EAT ]T:iuh\;' Cirogs Italian Ristorante

Landmsrk Tor Pizs Lovers
Voted #1 Pizza & Italian Restaurant in Coachella Valley

* Take-Out Service * Groups Welcome * Family Dining

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon. - Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm
Fri. & Sat. 11 am - 10 pm

WHERE THE LOCALS EAT

347-6503

81-963 Highway 111, Indio







