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THE INDIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS COMMITTED TO:
Å Creating a strong local economy Å Promoting the community Å Providing networking opportunities 

Å Representing the interests of business with government Å Political action
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The Board of Directors met 
September 14 for the annual 
Board of Directorsô Orientation 

and Retreat. Held at Chamber member, 
La Estancia Restaurant, the Board devoted 
nine hours, plus dinner at Angelinaôs 
Restaurant, also a chamber member, to a 
program dedicated to:

B Latest chamber trends

B Board of Director roles & 
responsibilities

B Core competencies for Chamber focus 
in the balance of the ýscal year

Indio Chamber of Commerce 
also On The Moveé
By Anita Kramer, CEO

B Membership survey results of 2006 
and how the Chamber will address
member preferences for services and 
programs.

Typically the Orientation/Retreat is held 
in June of every year but postponed this 
year until September due to the transition 
of the Chamber CEO.

Watch for the next issue of East Valley 
Business for a complete overview of the 
Orientation/Retreat discussions and plans 
for the future of the Indio Chamber.

The City of Indio AND the Indio 
Chamber are both on the move!

Indio remains the Coachella Valleyôs 
largest city with a population of 77,146, 
and is expected to grow to 140,00 by 

2015. Indioôs population grew 6.9 % this 
past year, or approximately 
5,000 people. This has 
made Indio  the 2nd fastest 
growing Coachella Valley 
city. Riverside County is 
the 2nd fastest  growing 
county in California. As a 
testament to this growth, 
Indio was recently featured 
on CNNMoney.Com as 
having the 12th fastest job 
growth among all cities in 
the United States.

Indio recently added 
1,000 acres to the cityôs 
boundaries. LAFCO 
will increase our sphere 
of influence to add an 
additional 25 square miles, 
to a total of 55 square 
miles in next two years. 
(see graphic)

Two and one-half years ago the City 
Council outlined its priorities of public 
safety; repair infrastructure; human, 
services, parks, Teen Center, Senior 
Center; attract quality retail to City; and 
ýx the downtown area. Iôm proud to say 
that we have successfully addressed all 
of them.

Our public safety is second to none. In 
the past year, we have seen a reduction of 
Part 1 Crimes, the most serious crimes: 17% 
reduction in homicides,  25% reduction in 
rapes, 3% reduction in burglaries, 15% 
reduction in thefts, 1% reduction in auto 
thefts and 9% reduction in property crimes. 
We have also placed a strong emphasis on 
code enforcement.

A Police Storefront has been added on 
Miles Avenue in Old Town, which gives 
a constant Police presence in downtown. 
The Police Storefront is utilized as a police 
command post during the Festivals and the 
special events in Old Town. Last year we 
promised you a new dispatch center and we 
have delivered with a new state-of-the-art 
dispatch center that handled over 70,000 
calls for service last year. Three new 
ýre stations are being added to increase 
protection for our growing population.

We promised to ýx the infrastructure 
and we have delivered. In fact, The Public 
Record recently called our infrastructure 
improvements, ñimpressiveò. The most 
noticeable are the improvements to our 
streets. Two years ago we promised to ýx 
your streets and we have delivered and 
continue to move forward.

This effort includes $160 million toward 

Chamber Breakfast Highlights 
Mayor's State of the City 
Report, We're on the Move!  
By Mayor Ben Godfrey

street improvements over a three year 
period. Just about every major arterial is 
done, or will be resurfaced soon.

We promised to ýx the water system and 

we have delivered. Phase I Improvements 
of $17 million added distribution, added 
wells and increased water pressure by 
20PSI (or 25%). Phase II Improvements, 
from $51 million new bond proceeds, 
will build three new reservoirs, upgrade 
existing reservoirs, booster stations, wells 
and add 10 miles of new pipes.

Many years ago, this council made a 
commitment to the community that we 
would develop services for our youth, 
our seniors and everyone in between, 
and we have delivered! Indio is the ýrst 
city in the Coachella Valley to develop 
an intergenerational campus designed to 
provide human services to our community 
including a Teen Center, a new Senior 
Center and a new library.

Since 2005 we have added 70 acres of 
new park land with a budget of $24 million. 
We have acquired 54 acres of land for a new 
Sports Complex, new Police Department 
and new Fire DepartmentHeadquarters.

The City is spending $3 million on 
improvements to the Indio Municipal 
Golf Course, including new tee boxes, 
resurfaced parking lot, new irrigation and 
replacing the lights before this next golf 
season. Night golf is back in Indio!

The new retail and commercial 
business growth has arrived. Currently, 
we have 725,000 sq. feet of retail under 
construction or permitted, and 688,000 sq. 
feet of industrial space.

We are beginning the engineering 
and planning phase for various types 
of infrastructure improvements for 

The highly anticipated Downtown 
Indio revitalization process began 
some time ago when the Indio 

Redevelopment Agency began to acquire 
property in the downtown area so it could 
present better opportunities for developers 
and control the quality of development. 
The Agency now owns over 30 % of 
the Downtown Core.  A different type 

Downtown Revitalization 
Process Continues

of investment process will begin in late 
October when the Redevelopment Agency 
contracts with an engineering ýrm to do 
planning and design for major upgrades 
to the infrastructure in the downtown 
area. These items will include plans for 
moving all utilities underground, plans 
for building a WiFi network, plans for 
street, water and landscaping upgrades, 
and planning for storm drains as well as 
other infrastructure improvements.  The 
beneýt of doing the these infrastructure 
improvements is to lay the foundation to 
accommodate the type of developments 
that are anticipated, as well as attract better 
quality development projects without 
burdening the private developers. This 
will reveal to the development industry that 
Indio is extremely serious and committed 
about revitalizing the area, and serve as 
a  major incentive to induce development.  
The engineering and planning work is 
expected to begin in January, 2007, and 
take between 8-12 months to complete.  
When this design work is completed, the 
City will move forward with the actual 
construction of  these vital infrastructure 
improvements, which would take an 
additional 12-18 months.




