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THE INDIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS COMMITTED TO:
Å Creating a strong local economy Å Promoting the community Å Providing networking opportunities 

Å Representing the interests of business with government Å Political action Å Making referrals
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In the October issue of the East Valley 
Business News you learned the Board 
of Directors met at their annual retreat 

to review the Chamberõs body of work as it 
relates to what the membership has told us 
they expect from their Chamber. Over the 
next six months you will see an overview 
of all six core competencies that will drive 
the Chamberõs body of work this fiscal year. 
The first of the six is: Creating a strong local 
economy. In a recent survey of members, 
82% tell us this is extremely important for the 
Chamber to do and ranks as the number one 
reason why members join the Chamber. 

The Indio Chamber of Commerce 
promotes the local economy in a multitude 
of ways that include the following activities. 
Many more will be developed to expand on 
meeting this objective:

Indio Chamber Working to Create 
A Strong Local Economy

Å Encouraging members and residents to 
do business with local Indio businesses.  

Å Referrals given to members as first 
priority. 

Å  The website promotes member 
businesses to the community & visitors. 

Å Educational forums are provided 
throughout the year in addition to the 
monthly Mayorõs Networking Breakfast 
where keynote speakers cover a variety of 
pertinent business topics.

Å Other educational events include the 
BizNet Business Symposium and Annual 
Labor Law Workshop.

Å To showcase local businesses, the 
Chamber sponsors the annual BizNet 
Business Expo in conjunction with the 
chambers of Coachella and La Quinta. 

Å Partnering with SCORE (Counselors 
to America's Small Business) to bring 
practical, business training to members 
who may need assistance with a business 
plan or how to obtain financing. 

Å Partnering with the Coachella Valley 
Enterprise Zone to help Indio area businesses, 
small or large, to potentially save thousands 
of dollars through reduction of State Income 
Tax through Hiring Credit Incentives where 
qualified employees can be worth up to 
$32,000 in tax credits over five years to 
employers.  

The Indio Chamber is dedicated to 
helping your business grow and making 
your community a great place to do 
business.  Watch for some of these business 
enhancement benefits in the months 
ahead:

B Shop local programs;
B Member-to-member discount 

programs;
B Business best practices seminars;
B Supporting business-friendly 

candidates;
B Leadership programs.
At the Indio Chamber weõre all about 

businessé.and weõre taking steps every 
day to create a strong local economy for 
the entire business community.

Next month the focus will be on 
Core Competency #2: Promoting the 
Community. 

Pirates of the Coachella 
Valley A Swashbuckling 
Networking Success!By Anita Kramer, Chamber CEO

What a bunch of scallywagséSharon and John Ferrelli, Deborah McGarrey, Jim and Linda 
Harrison and Michael McGarrey.

By Chamber Staff

Alas!  All ye scallywags, wenches and 
rascals, the òPirates of the Coachella 
Valleyó annual fall FunRaiser turned out to 
be a swashbuckling success.  Pirates were 
treated to an evening of great provisions 
served up by Carlos Johnson of CJõs 
Catering, Pirate Punch and plenty of rum, 
fabulous sounds provided by Captain Craig 
Michaels of Musical Affair, Pirates, and 

plenty of booty!  Over 60 items were on 
display for pillaginõ and purchasinõ, not to 
mention the four incredible Live Auction 
items, which generated a handsome booty 
for the Chamber.

The event took place October 13 at 
Empire Polo Clubõs Hacienda del Toro.  
Guests were encouraged to dress up (and 
did they dress up) and those who needed 
a little help were offered eye patches, 
necklaces, tattoos and more to get into 
character.  Over 260 scallywags attended 
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